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PORTUCUESE MERCHANT MARINE ACTIVITIES IN 1951

[ﬁumbers in parentheses refer to appended sou:ces_;?

Acceording to the mcst recently relessed statistics, the Portuguese merchant .
fleet in 1951 traveled a total of 3,648,980 m:les, making 1,851 voyages. The :
increase in distances coversd wes relatively slight in compasrison with the pre-
vious year, being oniy 22,803 m:les, htut the economic activity developed in these

travels was much greater.

Cargo cerried in 195) reached a totel of
wag an increase of 140,000 tons, or 4 percent,

approximately 3,730,000 tons. This
over the pvevicuo ye‘u'. This

traffic was distr buced es follows. 1mports from foreign points, 1,170,317 tons;
exports to foreign markets, 513, 660 imports from Portuguese 0verseas Territories,
276,101; exports to Overseas Territeries, 3z1,517; transported to the Adjacent
Islands [_Kzores, Madeira, Cape Vﬂrde/, '18 C00; trernsported frem the Adjacent Is-
lends to Continental Portugal, 106,00C; traffis between ports of Portugal, 510,000;

between ports of the Adjacent Islands, 18,L90;
tories, 200,000; and between foreign ports. 5
special note.

betwean ports of Overseas Terri-

T4,000. This last figure deserves

With respect to goods zavyried in Portuguess vegeels, iiquid tuel cccupled
first piace, with 388,07h tons in 1551, as egainst 387 670 in 1¢5C. Ceal vas

second, with 217,998 tons in 1951, &s mgeinsest
were third, with 157,750 tons, as ageinst 149,
vith 153,835 tons; then wheat, with 0T

Z00, JOO in 1950. Phosphorites
?;DO in 135C. F=rtilazers followed,

,325 tons, as egainst 143,257 the pre-

vious.year. Total imports of wheat n “?-” were limited to 207,12l tons, of
which, under the terms of the Msrshall Plan, only SO persent could be carried

in Portuguese vessels.

On the ligt of exportis Lo [orelgn <o
tons /according to source f1}; 68,367 ton
112,566 in 1950, followed by cement with b
tons, then weod with 1% 491 nons, wine wit
4,392 tons, as against 2,929 10 1950

wrt k% AL r(g

H, Y voites o Tivat WAL 200,L0
ng to source (2)7 as against
Cark 33 ’h).rd with 34,305
and canned £ish with
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Total imports from the Overseas Territories wers lowsr than in 1650. Sugar
was first with T1,470 tons, followed by oleaginous commcdities with 45,607 tons

and corn with 43,000 tons (first in 1950 with 153,000 tore).
the possessions were down to 27,255 tons {33,597 in

lateness of the crop. Coffee importe acconted for
6,707 in 1950.

Cotton imports from
1950), possibly due to the
17,616 tons, as compared with

First among exports to the Overseas Territories was cement with 115 ,556
tons (51,623 tons in 1950), followed by common wines with 81,316 tons (63,1
tons in 1950), woods with 17,011 tens {14,796 tons in 1950), and textiles with
14,464 tons.

Cargo carried between foreign ports in Fortuguese vessels consisted mostly
of sugar, ores, coal, pyrites, fertilizers, and wheat  {1,2)

Pagsengers

The number of passengers carried by the Portuguese merchant marine in 1951
was 63,327, slightly less than 1in the prec<ding year. The reduction was due ‘to
the decline in passages beoked abeoard freighterz with passenger accommodations.
Breakdown of the figure 1s as follovs:. passengers carried to Portuguese over-
peas possessions {excluding Adjacent Islapnds), 22,202; from the possessions to
Portugal, 11,546; from Portugel to the Adjecent Tslends, 8,191; from the Adjacent
Islands to Portugal, §,988; passengers carried tc Brazil, 9.035; from Brazil to
Portugal, 2,03%; to and from other countrises, 331.

These figures do net include
several thousand contract laborers or the interisland and the interpossession
traffic.

Present heavy passenger traffis itndziates s need 1o increase available

passenger accommodations, particuiarly in vhe traffic to Poruugal's African pos-
sessions, to Brazil, and to the Adjecent Islands. (3}

Trawling Fleet

The travling fleet in 1951 was made up of 102 vessels. which landed 41 mil-
lion kilograms of fish. The fishing fleev a2t prasent has a displacement tonnage
of 20,250 and employs approximately &.000 fishermen Ry

Training

The Esccla Nautice {(Nautical School), maintsined by the state, gradueated
63 pilot officers, 51 mszhinists, four radictelegraphers, snd nine commissary
stewards. In additicn, 16 captains, l& machipists, and 1% radiotelegraphere
passed. the complementbry course. At the Escola de Marinneizres e Mecanicos da
Marinha Mercunte {Me-chant Marine Sesmen and Mechanics School), supported by
the shipowvners, ten seamenship students 11 students

and five electrizians finished their courses.

cf mazhines and engiues,

According to information published by the Junta Nanional da Marinha Mercante
(National Merchant Msrine Board), the 220 shipz of the Portuguese merchant ma-

rine in service at the end of 1951 required crews of ahout 5,400 men, including
1,150 officers.(5)

Alfeite Arxsenal

Ship repairs took up 40 percent ¢f tot

b
ynry in 1951 and cost 49.1 mill:ion escudos

Q

ebor &t the iifeite Avsenal /navy
43 3 ships repaired during
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the year, 5G ware repsired on the siipvay, 52 2t riockside, and two iz dry dock,
with 44,167, 52,278, and 10,171 displacement tons, respestively. In additionm,
28 sundry vessels spent 208 days on the slipway.

The dailly average of ships
under repair was nine, the lowest figure since 1946,

The most important repseir work was thet carried out on the Comandante
Almeida Carvalhc. Other repairs cited in the Alfeit« Arsenal’'s annual report
yere those on the frigate Kuno Tr;st’éo, finished in the first quarter 1952; the
submarines Nautilo and Neptuno; destroyers IBo, Douro, snl Lima,; patrol boats
Flores and S&o Miguel; and tre muxiliary vessel Vulcano.{6)

In 1939, the tcisl perscnnel of the Alfeite Arszensl, including technical
and administrative personnel, wes 1,386; at rrasent, it 15 2,096.(7)

Port of Satubal

Admiral Americo Tomas, Minister of the
for pilots of the port and bar »f Setuval The new butlding is located on the

Praca da Republica, next to the plezsure.craft deck. Tts two etoriss contain
both offices and living quarters ..

The present pilot ¢orps

2ludes ten priots. tvo chief pillots, and one
senior pilot, ae well as msch sts

. helpers, And foar s=amen

Among thoe< precs
Admiral Pereira da Fo

nt &t the cersmonses; in ad

fd1v1on % The minister, were
ceca, 4irector.general ¢f the Navy; Commandant Santiago
Ponce, of the Maritime Police; Luis Celiestino da Silvs, captain of the port;

Dr Correia Figueira, z:ival gsveruncr; and Argels dos Santo:,. senlor pilot. {8,9)

, in a repoyt datelined Lisbon, commented
"It pczsesses the natural qualifications for
t o Portugal A vast 011 zore ~ould be set
up on the western tip ¢f the Trois Fepinsula, on Alaxo Point, by the bar of the
Sado River, whick weuld have none =i the fnicuveriences marking the present Cabo
Ruivo installations The water in.this aree 1z deep and geperally calm. The
prevailing winds do nct arcss sny irhabited arem . Theve are about 100 hectares
of adequately high grcund here, whers all the cii storage facilities o meet
current needs could be located and 3111l leavs reor £or future expansion.{10)

The Caracaz daily EY Univers

on the port of Setuval as ¢l
becoming the leading petral

SS Vera Cruz

Vera Cruz, built 1in *he Lccoksrill
penhia Colonisl de Navegec8o, plies
187.75 meters long and has ten decks. T

Largest and faztest vesrel 3n the Fo2
1 r Belgium, and owped by the Com-

51 -Scuth America run. It is

deck 13 29.2C meters above the

T

keel.(7,11) Crcss displacement tonpage 15 130, deasd-vatight tonnage 7,900.
A speed of 23 kncts was attsined on the ship’s trisl averzge wes 22 knots.(11)

Cruising speed is 21 knots. The crew numberz 3
number 1,242, comprising -98 firzt class, 200 zec

ing to source (1l), the ship acicmmedates 1,360 persons, iniluding crew and
1,268 passengers, the latter cOmprising 198 firs< class @00 sexcnd . and 890
third. The holds can <arry 3,250 tons of cargo. and the tanks hald 2,500 tong
cf fucl aud 1,500 tems of water {7 -In addition Lo various halls and saloens,

1

. the ship has two electric kitckens, & bhakery, and a paniry, with electric-eye

doovs betwveen pant:ies and dining salcoms sick beys, barpershops; an auto-
matic telephone syatsm vith h2 lines for ship service znla cuwitrhreerd with

em vith # receiver, four
rvoe first.class passenger

microphones, nine &mplifiers, and 100 loud.rspeakers,

Navy, formslly opened the new station
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elevators, one elevator for the engine room, and ane for the laundry; passenger
and erew quarters all mechanically heated and ventilated, with air conditioning
in all first-class facilities and in second-class saloons (7,11); fire-wall con-
struction- (11), fire-detection and sprinkler systems (7,11), smoke-detection
system in the holds (7); 20 lifeboats vith a total capacity of 1,73k rersons, two
boats being motor-driven and having radio cquipment, the others being equipped
with the Fleming system of mechanical propulsion; 35 electric clocks (11); and
an equipped photographic ‘darkroom for passenger use.(7) The ship 18 driven by
two Parsons turbine groups (7,11), each made up of a high-, a medium-,.and a
low-pressure turbine.(1l) The maximum horsepower of the engines is 24,200.(7)
Steam is supplied by six Babcock and Wilcox boilers (7,11), working at 38 (11)

o according to source {7)/ kilograms per square centimeter. The turbines re-
ceive steem at a pressure of 30 kilograms per square centimeter and a temperature
of 400 degrees [Efntxgradg%( 511) Power is transmitted to the propellors by
double reduction gears.(11) Eleatric power is supplied by two 850-kilowatt tur-
bogenerators, two 40O-kilowatt diesel generators, and one 125-kilowatt diesel
genemton(?j Navigation equirment includes a gyrocompass and an automatic pi- ”_LEGIB
lot, an electrie odometer, elactric sounding apparatus » & radio direction finder,
and radar.(11) .

The liner Santa Maris, sister ship of the Vera Cruz, was scheduled for
launching on 20 September 1952 at the Cockerill shipyard~1n Antwerp. It should
be ready for delivery to the Comparhia Colonial de Navegacao in March or April

1953.(12)
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